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VICTORY
MILES V

The GallantGIoucester Drives
the Spaniards Out of

finaninn.

HAS A LIVELY BATTLE

Four of the Enemy Killed, but
We Don't Lose

a Man.*

FORTIFY A BASE ON SHORE.

The Stars and Stripes Raised.Town
of Ponce to Be Captured.

Then On to San
Juan

Washington, July 26..The War Departmentat 11:35 p. m. posted the following
bulletin:

St. Thomas, July 26, 1898, 0:35 P. M.
Secretary of War. Washington:
Circumstances were such that I deemed

It advisable to take the harbor of Guanico
first, fifteen miles west of Ponce, which
was successfully accomplished between
daylight and 11 o'clock. Spaniards surprised.The Gloucester. Commander Wainwrlght,first entered the harbor; met with

* .

slight resistance, fired a few shells. All
iue uausiwris are now in tne narDor, and
Infantry and artillery rapidly going ashore.
This is a well protected harbor; water

sufficiently deep for all transports, and
plenty of vessels can enter within a few
hundred yards of the shore. The Spanish
flag was lowered and the American flag
raised at 11 o'clock to-day. Captain Iliggineon,with his fleet, has rendered able and
earnest assistance. Troops In good health
nd best spirits. No casualties.

MILES,
Major-General Commanding the Army.

Copyright, 1898, l»y Associated Press.
Port of Guanlco. Island of Porto

Rico, July 2*5 (2 p. in,), via the Islandof St. Thomas, Danish West Indies,July 20..The United States militaryexpedition, under the command of
Mnjcl'-General Nelson A. Miles, commandingthe armv of the United States, which
left Guantanamo Bay the evening of July
21, was landed here successfully to-day,
after a skirmish between a detachment of
Spanish troops and a crew of thirty belongingto the^ launch of the United States
auxiliary gunboat Gloucester, formerly J.
Plerpont Morgan's steam yacht Corsair.
Four of the Spaniards were killed and no
Americans were hurt.
The American troops will be pushed forward'promptly In ord#r to capture the railroadleading to Ponce, which is only about

ten miles east of this place.
From Ponce there Is an excellent militaryroad running eighty-five miles north

to San Juan, the capital of the island.
The whole of General Brooke's force,

with the New Orleans, Annapolis, Cincinnati,Leyden and Wasp, are expected here
within twenty-four hours.

'Voyage of the Expedition,
The ships carrying Miles's exDedltion

left Guantanamo Bay Thursday eveningwith the Massachusetts, commanded by
Captain F. J. Hlgglnson, lending. Captain
Hlgginson was in charge of the naval expedition,which consisted of the Columbia,Dixie, Gloucester and Yale. General Miles
wag on board the last named vessel. The
troops were on board the transports Nueces,Lampasas, Comanche, Rita, Unionist,
Stillwater, City of Macon, and Specialist.
This was the order in which the transportsentered the harbor here.
The voyage from Guantanamo Bay was

Uneventful. ^ 40
General Miles held a consultation with

his officers yesterday noon and announced
that he was determined not to )go by San
Juan Cape, but to go by the Moha Passae-e
Instead, Ind here, surprise the Spaniards
and deceive their military authorities. The
course was then changed and the Dixie
was sent to warn General Brooke at Cape
San Juan.
Port Guanico has been fully described

by Lieutenant Whitney, of General Miles'sStaff, who recently made an adventuroustour of Porto Rico. Ponce Is situated
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about ten miles to the eastward and is a (harder place to take. c
Gloucester in the Harbor. 1

The Gloucester, in charge of LieutenantCommanderWainwright, formerly of the fMaine and nns nf +im "" ral

battle off Santiago de Cuba* steamed Into <!

Guanlco harbor early this morning In order s
tg. reconnoitre the place. With the fleet \
waiting outside the gallant little fighting t
yacht Gloucester braved the mines which t
were supposed to bp in this harbor and,
upon sounding, found that there were Ave f
fathoms of water close In shore. o
Guanlco Bay Is a quiet place, surrounded c

by cultivated lands. In the rear are high e
mountains and close to the beach nestles a C
village of about twenty houses. \
The Spaniards were taken by surprise.Almost the first they knew of the approach a

of the army of invasion was In the an- t
nouncement contained in the firing of a £
gun from the Gloucester, demanding that
the Spaniards haul down the flag of Spain, t
which was floating from a flagstaff In B
front of a block house standing to the a
east of the village. The first couple of *

three-pounders were fired into the hills
right and left of the bay, In order to scare
the enemy, as the fighting yacht purposely ^avoided firing Into the town, lost her pro- J
jecuiL't. nurx me women ana cunaren. B

Men Sent Aslvore. E
The Gloucester then hove-to within about

six hundred yards of the shore and lowered r

a launch, having on board a Colt rapid fire a

fun and thirty men. under the command of <3
Jeutenant Huse. She was sent ashore twithout encountering opposition.Quartermaster Beck ordered Yeoman cLacy to haul down the Spanish flag, which twas done, and they then raised on the gflagstaff the first United States flag to float Iover Porto Rlcan soil. gSuddenly about thirty Spaniards opened efire with Mauser rifles on the Americanparty. Lieutenant Huse and his men re- a

sponded with great gallantry, the Colt gun £
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luing errecuve worir. iNormon, who revivedAdmiral Cervera's surrender, and
Wood, a voluntter lieutenant, shared the
lonors with Lieutenant Huse.
Almost immediately after the Spaniardsired on the Americans the Gloucester

>pened fire on the enemy with all her three
ind six-pounders which could be brought
o bear, shelling the town and also droppinghells into the hills to the west of Guanlco,vhere a number of Spanish cavalry were
o be seen hastening toward the spot where
ho Americans had landed.
Lieutenant Huse then threw up a little

'ort. which he named Fort Walnwright,
.nd laid barbed wire in the street In front>f It in order to repel the expected cavalryittack. The Lieutenant also mounted the
lolt gun and signalled for reinforcements,vhich were sent from the Gloucester.
While the Mausers were peppering all

iround. Lieutenant Walnwright called to
he Associated Press correspondent andni/1

"They fired on us after their flag: waslown and ours was up, and after I had
pared the town for the sake of the women
ma children. The next town I strike Ivlll blow up."

Pour Spaniards Killed.
Presently a few of the Spanish cavalry
olned those who were fighting In the
treet of Guanlco, but the Colt barked to a
mrpose, killing four of them.
By that time _the Gloucester had the
ange of the town and of the blockhouse,
nd all her guns were spitting fire, the
Loctor and the paymaster helping to serve
he guns.
Soon afterwnrd w,hite-coated, gallopingavalrymen were seen^ climbing the hills to

.. ouu iue root soldiers werecurrying along the fences from the town.iy 9:45, with the exception of a few;uerilla shots, the town was won. and thenemy was driven out of its neighborhood.The Red Cross nurses on the Lampasasnd a detachment of regulars were their&t to land from the transports.
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SAGASTA, PRIME MINISTE
WASHINGTON, July 26..Spain wants

peace. She confesses defeat on
land and on sea. She realizes that

we have seized all her valuable colonial
possessions. She is bankrupt and as a nationa cripple. These facts her representativesprivately admit, but officially Spain
assumes the attitude of a vigorous combatant,and to-day presented to the Presidentof the United States a ridiculous
proposition, estimated by the President at
its true value when he said to some of his
advisers: "When Spain has anything to
offer we will consider It."
Jules Cambon, thfe French Ambassador,

who two weeks ago, as exclusively told In
the Journal, called on the President on a
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3ON SAN JUAN.
iich place General Miles effected a"
tat the American forces will be pushed
rvening country is prosperous and

"sounding" mission, was Spain's Instrument.He was accompanied by his first"
secretary, M. Tbiebault, when he called at
the White House shortly before 3 o'clock
and laid before the President Spain's first
formal proposition.
Parenthetically It may be stated that

Spain's first proposition.for an armistice.
was rejected, and that her second proposl-
livru AWi. tJ-4CT UiOV UOOIUU Ui ICliilS Will U<J

formally rejected by the Secretary of State
to-morrow.

CamVon Had Credentials.
Ambassador Cambon, whose visit had been

prearranged by telephone, presented to the
President his credentials, a cablegram from
the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs,
requesting M. Cambon to treat with the
United States In reference to certain propositionsSpain might feel Impelled to make
In reference to the war.
The French Ambassador opened the discusslofaby proffering Spain's request for an

armistice. He did this by asking what the
President of the United States would say
if Spain should ask for an armistice. The
President, slightly blunter than the French
Ambassador, said that if he appeared for
the purpose of asking on Spain's behalf for
an armistice, it would not be granted.
Ambassador Cambon, whose experience

with American diplomacy is causing him
daily more and more surprise, shifted his
ground rapidly, and asked if the United
States was not at least willing to negotiate
for peace. Would the United States, he
said, be willing to begin negotiations with
Spain with a view to bringing about peace?
The President replied that to the abstract

question he would answer "ITea." The
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United States, lie said, Is willing to hav
peace whenever Spain shows her willing
ness to end the war.

Will Have Xo Quibbling.
Then, resorting to the plain speaking o

this country, the President said tha
Spain might once for all understand tha
the United States would endure no quit
bling; that the United States is an honesl
outspoken country, having nothing to cor

ceal; that if Spain desires peace she shout
sue for it directly; that no armistice o

cessation of hostilities would be grante
for the purpose of talking over the si tut
tlon or arranging terms; that Spain mus
staste her terms, and if acceptable ai

armistice will be granted, and that if sh
accepts our terms peace will be restorer
Ambassador Canibon was almost over
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to believe that he suggested, for his owi

reputation as a diplomatist, that it wouli
be well, if anything were given out fror
the White House for publication, it woul
state that he had merely called for the pui
pose of asking if the United States wer

willing to talk over the question of peace,
Tlie Formal Statement,

If Cambon made any such request it wa
certainly acceded to, for the bulletin issuei
by the President an hour later was as fol
lows:
"The French Ambassador on behalf of th

Government of Spain and by the directio
of the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs
presented to the President this afternoo
at the White Houge a message from th
Spanish Government looking to the term
nation of the war and the settlement c
the terms of peace."
This is certainly general enough to pleas

Ambassador Cambon, and it contains n

hint of the very significant conference a

the White House this afternoon. The fact
are as stated in this dispatch and ther
is no possibility of a recession from thi
attitude. The President and his adviser
know quite well that Spain desires an ai

mlstice to either reinforce her despairin
soldiers in the colonies or to save some c

her colonies, which are now practically or
of her grasp. President McKinley is d<
termined that no diplomatist's trap sha
catch him. He has been told by his bes
friends and advisers that the sentimer
of the country demands:
Freedom for Cuba.
(Porto Rico for the United State*.
The Philippines for the Unite

States.
A naval base In the Canaries fo

the United States.
A hettyy money Indemnity.
The President, it may be said, also take

this view, and he will not permit Spain t
escape the fruit of her corrupt and opprei
sive system of misgoyernment. Gambon
proposition could have been regarded b
the President as either insulting or ludb
rous. The latter view seems to obtain i
Administration circles.

Cabinet Meeting- Called.
The proposition, however, being the firs

formal one coming from Spain, justified th
calling of the Cabinet, and this the Prei
lueui. uiu. secretaries vay, Alger ana IjOO

promptly responded.
As the Cabinet officers left the Whit

House this afternoon they were questione
on the probable answer of the Presides
to the Spanish indication of a desire t
talk. They were not lavish of confidence!
Froin the general atmosphere, however, a
investor In Spanish bonds would have di
rived little comfort. Secretary Long, th
first to leave the White House, was aske
if the request for truce were cordially ri
ceived and if peace were visible. He ri
piled:
"You oau judge as well as I. The bull<

n
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e tin sent out contained all the Information j tli>

I have." ! in,Secretary of Stgte Day said that he could de
add nothing to what Secretary Long had self offered. "I cannot indicate what the na- wi

t ture of President McKlnley's reply will Cat be." ro'
>- "Each one of you," said Secretary Alger sti

to a group of newspaper men, "knows as 1
much about this as I do. The bulletin .nf
contains all the information to be had, and hisr you are all as capable of forming judgments ch
as I. If any one Infers that this propo- th

l" sition for an armistice is the first step ab
toward the conclusion of the war, he is at bl<u liberty to do so."

Propoation Was a Surprise.
While it was understood in a general way tei

that some communication from Madrid was j tii
Q Imminent, the proposals submitted by M. cu

^ Cambon were In the nature of a surprise, w<

The communication was not expected until

^ to-morrow or the day after. Secretary
Day and the President were the only one^ by

a who had previous intimation that the 111
French Ambassador would appear with the tl!

request this afternoon. As late as 4 o'clock r(J

s .while the foreign diplomats and the do

^ President were conferring.the assistants
[. in the State Department professed igno- mi

jrance of any peace proceedings.
Ten minutes before he was called to the ca

e Executive Mansion, Secretary Long In an Sp
a Interview said that he had no information wi
3' touching possibilities of a cessation of hos- nil
:1 tilitles either temporary or permanent. At th
e the French Embassy one of the secretaries ofl

said in reply to an inquiry from the Jourlfnal touching the Spanish request for an T
armistice:

e "The Ambassador has Just returned from° the White House, where he submitted a

proposition,"
s "What terms of settlement does Spain8 propose?" was asked. L.3

,g "There are no terms of settlement,"
eagerly replied the secretary; "that is a

g matter for discussion and arrangement,
j The purpose of the armistice will be to
[t prepare the terms; to formulate the conditionsof agreement. In effect, Spain

says: 'Do you not think we have fougnt a
8,1

t long time? Should we not talk a while?' "

"Did the President consent to the pro-
f

posed armistiae?"
"There was no formal answer made to *

. Ambassador Cambon. The response will
doubtless be made soon. The President pe

a will consider the matter with his arf^sers, Pcand later will Inform M. Cambon of his
r decision in the matter."

Spain IsWeakening;Unquestionablypeace is nearer as r re- ^
,s suit of to-day's developments. As a:- evl- ^
0 dence of Spain's weakening, Cambon's
s_ visit to the White House is eloquent. Some
,g persons declare they would not be sur-

y prised if Chmbon had not already received
^

, Instructions as to alternative Dronosnls ho
should make In view of the possible rejec- ^tion of the ones he made to-day. Again,
the view was taken that Spain has placed ^
herself in a good position, diplomatically, ^st and realizing that she cannot obtain what

e she desires will let her colonies continue
s- the fight as long as they can.
s It , is well understood in diplomatic

circles here that Spain is practically will- ]
e lng to concede Cuban independence and to Gc
d cede Porto Rico to the United States. She cii
it desires, however, to have the Philippines of
o restored to her, and objects to the pay- of
3. mem, ui ixii iuucuiuuj' uu me ground mat
u the cession of Porto Rico should amply re- 0fl
5- pay us for the Maine, the loss of lives of nv
ie our American soldiers and sailors and the
d expenses of the war.
a- These terms are Impossible from the
8- present standpoint. Six months ago Cuban ^independence would hare sufficed, and its
a- declaration by Spain would have obviated pi
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N, FRENCH AMBASSADOR.
b war. Now the Administration, bellevS.as it does, that the American people
inand the retention of "everything w©

Ize, proposes to carry out the people's
sh. Secretary Day's official reply to
mbon's proposition to be issued to-mortvwill be an invitation for Spain to
ite her terms.
^ prominent Administration official said,
ter talking with Cabinet officers, that in
? opinion the situation was not materially
anged by the Spanish proposition, and
at the war would be pressed with unatedvigor until something more tangi?in the way of peace terms was at hand.
Diplomats Greatly Interested.

Spain's peace proposal excited deep In-estthroughout Washington, and for the
ne being war news gave way to a dlsssionof the prospects for peace. This
is particularly true in diplomatic circles,
le move of the French Ambassador took
e other members of the corps completely
surprise, as they had well known among

emselves that all peace talk up to this
ne had been fanciful, and they had no
ason to expect that a move would take
finite shape so quickly.
Several of the foreign representatives
rde inquiries of the State Department as
the meaning of the French Ambassador's
11, and learning that he had presented
ain's proposition for peace, full reports
ere cabled to the foreign offices. The
itter was considered of such moment
at the cable report to one of the foreign *

'ices cbst several hundred dollars.

ellsspainto
face the facts.

ondon Times Advises Her to
Meet the Political SituationCourageously.

FahiIaii .Tnlv IT TVio Timnc In on

itorial this morning applauding Spain
r accepting the inevitable, advises her to
ace the facts of the political situation
th the same frank courage which secured
e respect of the Americans on the battleid."Discussing the probable terms of
ace the Times says:
"The United States will probably take
>rto Rico In lieu of a money indemnity,
d it would be best for the world at lais'e
America boldly undertook the burden of
ring Cuba and the Philippines a strong.
nest government tnrougn American omils.
'If Spain is permitted to reassume severityover the Philippines she will have
engage in a war of conquest, which

ight be attended with serious consciencesto American and other internamalinterests in the Pacific."

.PAINi CAbllMtl
IN A TANGLE.

Madrid, via Paris, July 20..The
ivernmeut denies that the Cabinet Counto-dayoccupied itself with the question
peace, although Senor Gamazo, Minister
Public Instruction and Public Works,

ide a long speech on the subject.
atruujr ou&uaiu. ueuii's tut? caisicu«i? Hi.
'icial peace negotiations, but lniKe Aiodovarde Rio, Minister of Foreign Afirs,says negotiations of a private charterhave been opened, due to private iniitirs.
iiie Council discussed the American landgin Porto Rico and its consequences,
jthing new was announced wltn refereeto the situation in Cuba or the Philipnes.


